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With Injury Healed,Cigar and
Trainer Readyto Make History
A Tale of the Tane
comparisonof Cigar and
Citation.
For backgroundand
historicalinformation on
Cigar and Bill Mott,
checkthe Arlington
International Racecourse
specialsection
Note: This linkwill take
you out of
WashingtonPo st.com. To
return, press the Back
button on your browser.
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By Neil Abt
Specialto WashingtonPost.com
July 9, 1996
Threedaysbeforeone of horseracing's most
importantdays,trainerBill Mott saidCigar's injured
foot is healed.The right foot, bruisedfor the second
time this year in Cigar's 15th consecutivewin in the
Massachusetts
HandicapJune 1, forced a temporary
delay on his run to history.
"Sincewe put the (fiberglass)patchon nearly three
weeksago,therehavebeenno setbacks,"Mott said
from his stableat Belmont Racetrackin Elmont, N.Y.
When the six-yearold Bel Air, Md. native runs in the
Arlington Citation Classicat Arlington International
RacecoursenearChicagoon Saturday,he will be
attemptingto tie Citation's recordof 16 straightwins
setbetween1948-50.During the streak,which began
October 1994,84 horseshavebeendefeatedat eisht
racetracks.
Saturday'sracehowever,which will air on CBS, was
not in their original plans.Cigar was going to racein
the Hollywood Gold Cup in California on June30
Mott said,but the injured foot causedCigar to miss
too much workout time and he was pulled from the
race.
Despitebelieving he madethe right choice,Mott was
criticized for ducking the tough competition and
waiting for an easierrace.
Mott has a simplereply.
"Thesepeopleeitherdon't understand(the injury) or
are misinformedaboutthe problem," he said. "If we
rushedhim and got beatenor he, God forbid, got
injured, peoplewould say, 'what a big mistakewe
made.'We haveto do what is right for Cigar's well
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being."
Cigar's magic ride was not alwayssmooththough.
He finished seventhin his first start February 21,
1993,at SantaAnita Park, and only won twice in
nine startsunder trainer Alex Hassingerin California.
Mott took over training duties in New York when
Cigar turned four, but he finished no higher than
third in his next four starts.
It was not until he ran on the Aqueftrct dirt on
October28,1994, that his fortunechanged.
Jockey Mike Smith rode him to victory the day the
streakbegan,but Jerry Bailey won the next 14 starts
with Cigar and will ride againon Saturday.The 1995
North American Jockey of the Year who finished
seventhhis first time aboardCigar, won the 1996
Kentucky Derby on Grindstone.
Triple Crown victories however, are one of the few
things missingfrom Mott's resumewhich includes
the 1995EclipseAward as top North American
trainer. Although he said winning a Triple Crown
Raceis a goal, he knows he can't rush it.
"Timing is everything,"he said."I've nevertraineda
horse that would have been able to win then.
"I havebeenblessedwith good turf horsesand
late-developinghorses.It's not that I don't want to be
therebut it hasto be with the right horse."
If Cigar remains healthy, Mott said his next race
shouldbe the Pacific ClassicAugust 10 at Del Mar in
California. He also hinted Cigar's farewell race could
be the Breeders'Cup Classic,the samerace he won
in 1995to cap a perfect 10-for-10year.
Regardlessof Saturday'soutcome,Mott said he is
enjoying the spotlight and the interest Cigar is
bringing to the sport Despite the attention Mott has
receivedrecently,he said he knows his place.
"The horse is the star. I go along with the deal and
make the important decisionson his schedule.He is
the one who answersall the questions."
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